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Alas, February is here which indicates that we are another month closer to the riding season. Now that the holidays are over, let’s all think about having some events other than the monthly lunch/dinner meetings. There are so many activities that we could all do in our individual Chapter or Chapters combine and hold a larger activity. Last month, Allen and I attended Chapter A’s monthly lunch meeting in Berwick which was conveniently held on a Sunday. It was a very fruitful meeting with many ideas given by the members for ride schedule plans and other activities. 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to those listed below for agreeing to become Officers, yes; MEC and Treasurers are now Officers in GWRRA.

Chapter A……….Jackie Bennett, MEC

                              Nancy Seavey, Treasurer

Chapter D……….Reggie Moors, MEC

                              Rand Newell, Treasurer

Chapter C……….Cheryl Norcross, Treasurer

Everyone who has taken the OCP Course, please read the updates which Mark sent to all of you via email and contact Mark Bennett to let him know you did so he can record this in your records.

Let’s talk about the upcoming Convention, which is being held in Lewiston, Maine at the Ramada Inn on July 29,30, and 31, 2011. We will need help from all members but we plan to disperse your time so that it does not impede on your fun. Chapter A members have already stated that they would help with People games. If any of you would be interested in helping out with games, please contact Allen to let him know. Also, a list of where the entire Convention activities will need help will be posted and all 6 Districts of New England will be able to sign up where they want to help. It does not have to be broken down to one Chapter doing one thing as before. Each individual member can help wherever they want regardless of where their other Chapter members help. You will not be expected to give up more than 1 or 2 hours of your time. If everyone chips in an hour or so, all slots should be filled easily. 

Allen and I would like to thank and congratulate Tom Mixon of Chapter C who has agreed to take on the role of District MEC and Richard Carpenter of Chapter C who has agreed to take on the role of District Treasurer. We would like to thank Ruth Hall  from Chapter A for her time spent as former District Treasurer.

Although the State of Maine has now lost 2 Chapters in the past 5 years, which used to be Chapter F in the Lincoln area and Chapter V in the Madawaska area, let us not forget these members, as they are still members of GWRRA. Let’s invite them to our activities and events. If you do not have a contact number or their email, just contact Allen and he will more than happy to help you out with this. 

Don’t forget that the Theme of the Convention this year is “Hollywood in Maine” and the event is to dress up as your favorite movie star or singer. If you need costumes, not a problem as we have a fantastic costume store within a 15/20-minute ride from the Ramada Inn. We will have discount coupons for everyone interested, directions to get there, choose a costume from the many hundreds in the store and the owner has already agreed to transport the costumes to the Ramada Inn and pick them up after the event, so all you have to do is take a short ride there, choose and try a costume, give your discount coupon and pay the balance and then, have a fantastic time.

This year is our 10th. Year for the New England Rally/Convention and we are trying to make it extra special for all of you with new activities, old activities, new games and old games, and lots and lots of fun.

So, if you were not sure that you wanted to attend, reconsider, and cause you will miss out on a fantastic time. Remember, we can never make up time we could have spent with family and friends. I know we are repeating ourselves, but, if you haven’t registered yet for the Convention and/or made your lodging reservations, please do so as time goes by faster than we think and then, all of a sudden we have a time crunch. Also, the rooms at the Ramada Inn (host hotel) are filling up fast.

We would like to encourage you to read Mike Stiger’s article in the February Wingworld, “The New Year looks Bright”. It is a very interesting article as to why and how changes have been made, and there are a few paragraphs on New England Districts.

As mentioned above, this is our 10th. New England Convention and we want to involve as many of you as possible by holding a Convention Rally Shirt Contest, which you should have already received information about from your Chapter Director. We have specific guidelines that we can give you in order to create a design. Keep in mind that this is 10th. Year so this must be added to your design. If you are interested, please contact Allen as soon as possible so that he can guide you to the regulations and then you are on your own as to the design itself. The prize for the winner is 2 free admissions to the Convention and if you have already registered, you will be reimbursed. Plus, the recognition of it being your design. Time is running out, so we would appreciate your involvement as soon as possible. The last convention held in Maine in which we had a shirt design contest, it was a member of chapter D who had won of all the Districts. Let’s put Maine on the map again and get a design.

Again, if any of you have any ideas, suggestions to improve the District and the Chapters, our door is always open to all of you, so please feel free to contact us and let us know your thoughts. You can always phone at our home at 375-4811 or Allen’s Cell phone at 754-2916. No idea is a bad idea.

Allen and I would like to wish all of you a belated Happy Valentine Day………hope all you men did something special for your Sweethearts and yes, all of you ladies did something special for your man….

Love works both ways……………

Have a great remainder of February. Plan something fun and act upon it. 

Along with our love for each other, we have our love of our motorcycle, too…………….

Allen and Claudette Cyr

Maine District Directors

380 Middle Road,

Sabattus, Maine    04280

(207) 375-4811 (H)


(207) 754-2916 (C)
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SAFETY BY COMMITMENT
February 7, 2011

Last weekend I raked several feet of snow off my roof, onto the driveway, then used my snowblower to put it on top of the existing five feet in the yard.  Days like this make me question my choice of domicile.  It would be nice to live where I could ride most of the year.  I’d save money if I could ride my Wing to work more often.  Having space in my garage for more than six months each year would be great.  All this can be summed up in one word, commitment.

As you may recall I’m not from around here.  I grew up in Missouri then spent 22 years in the USAF living all over the world.  Jackie and I moved to Maine because of a job offer.  We do enjoy the region and the people, less snow would make it more enjoyable.  When we moved here we committed to make this our home.  We bought a house, had the gravel driveway paved and installed a hot tub in the backyard.  Jackie found a full time job and soon we’ll pick up a chocolate Labrador from a Maine kennel.  Most of these “commitments” needed a signature on a piece of paper.

I recall a friend who chose to elope and commented that marriage was “just a piece of paper.”  The other day we were talking about how she and her new husband were working on their finances.  She’s been in long term relationships before, just never married.  In all her previous relationships she was never so committed to making things work out.  The difference, to use her phrase, is “just a piece of paper.”

The GWRRA Rider Education Program Level 1 is titled “Safety by Commitment”.  To attain this level all a person needs to do is fill out a one page form.  This piece of paper is the individual’s written assurance they are committed to riding safely.  I think all riders and co-riders agree safety is important.  It would be great if each of them formally demonstrated their commitment by participating in the REP levels.

If you’re active in the REP levels program thanks for showing fellow riders, co-riders and the public that safety is a key element of your ride.  Best wishes on advancing through the levels.  If you want to sign up and formally show your commitment please fill out the attached form and send it to me.
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Ride Smart,

Mark Bennett

Maine District Educator

382 New Dam Road

North Waterboro, ME 04061

mbennett86023@roadrunner.com 

Home 207-636-7992

   Cell 860-918-3065

Regional Notes:

See The Beacon http://www.gwrra-northeastregion.org/node/39 for the Regional Newsletter

Ed & Dottie Bahrenburg

National Notes:

Passport Program:

GWRRA would like to announce that due to some great suggestions by our Members, we are changing the deadline

date of the Passport Program from 12/31/11 to the new date of July 31, 2012. You now have extra time to fill your

Passport Book and either drop it off at WD 34 or send it in to the Home Office to be eligible for the drawing for

prizes. See our homepage at http://www.gwrra.org/ for more details.
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N.7 Rider Education Program Levels Application (Level I – III)
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		RIDER EDUCATION PROGRAM 


LEVELS PROGRAM APPLICATION 


(LEVEL I-III)

		



		

		Date of Application

		   /    /   



		Rider:

		

		Membership #:

		

		Region:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 




		Co-Rider:

		     

		Membership #:

		     

		District:

		ME

		Chapter:

		   



		Address:

		     

		City:

		     

		State:

		  

		Zip:

		     



		Validation Officer Name:

		Mark W. Bennett

		Title:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Date

		   /    /   





Participants are STRONGLY URGED to wear proper riding gear while riding!


		LEVEL I - SAFETY BY COMMITMENT - SAFE RIDER/CO-RIDER



		This program is a commitment to safe riding. Submit the completed form to your Chapter or District Educator. Patches are available at $6.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT.  With your purchase you will receive ONE SAFE MILES PATCH, either a RIDER or CO-RIDER ROCKER and a Safe Miles pin if applicable. 



		 FORMCHECKBOX 


		Please enroll Rider in Level I.

		 FORMCHECKBOX 


		Please enroll Co-Rider in Level I.

		



		 FORMCHECKBOX 


		Rider Patch and Pin request

		 FORMCHECKBOX 


		Rider:              Safe Miles pin needed:

		     



		 FORMCHECKBOX 


		Co-Rider Patch and Pin request

		 FORMCHECKBOX 


		Co-Rider:        Safe Miles pin needed:

		     



		



		LEVEL II - SAFETY BY EDUCATION – TOUR RIDER/CO-RIDER EDUCATION



		Any GWRRA Officer can validate the following requirements. Submit the completed form to a validating officer. Then forward the completed form to your Chapter or District Educator.  Patches are available at $5.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT With your purchase you will receive either a Rider or Co-Rider triangle patch.



		TOUR RIDER

		TOUR CO-RIDER



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrolled in Safe Rider Program (Level I)

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrolled in Safe Co-Rider Program (Level I)



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have 5000 Safe Miles!

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I have 5000 Safe Miles!



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 M/C License or Endorsement (if required)

		



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved Rider Course within 3 years:

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved Rider Course or Co-Rider Seminar within 3 years:



		Type of Course Taken:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Exp. Date:

		   /    / 

		Type of Course Taken:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Exp. Date:

		   /    /   



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rider Patch request

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Co-Rider Patch request



		



		LEVEL III - SAFETY BY PREPAREDNESS - CERTIFIED TOUR RIDER/CO-RIDER



		Any GWRRA Officer can validate the following requirements. Submit the completed form to a validating officer. Then forward the completed form to your Chapter or District Educator.  Patches are available at $4.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT With your purchase you will receive either a TOUR RIDER or CO-RIDER patch. 



		CERTIFIED TOUR RIDER

		CERTIFIED TOUR CO-RIDER



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrolled in Level 1 and current in Level II

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Enrolled in Level 1 and current in Level II



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 M/C License or Endorsement (if required)

		



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Current CPR or FIRST AID Provider:

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Current CPR or FIRST AID Provider:



		CPR Provider:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Exp. Date:

		   /    /   

		CPR Provider:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Exp. Date:

		   /    /   



		 First Aid Provider:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Exp. Date:

		   /    /   

		First Aid Provider:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Exp. Date:

		   /    /   



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved Rider Course within 3 years:

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved Rider Course or Co-Rider Seminar within 3 years:



		Type of Course Taken:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Exp. Date:

		   /    /   

		Type of Course Taken:

		 FORMDROPDOWN 


		Exp. Date:

		   /    /   



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Carries First Aid Kit on the Bike

		



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rider Patch request

		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Co-Rider Patch request



		



		HIGH MILEAGE PROGRAM



		To be eligible you must have accumulated 50,000 miles. Have your TOTAL mileage validated by any GWRRA Officer. Submit the completed form to a validating officer. Then forward the completed form along with $5.00 FOR EACH PARTICIPANT to your Chapter or District Educator. You will receive the HIGH MILEAGE PIN and the MILEAGE BAR. As you accumulate additional miles, in 50,000-mile increments, you can receive additional hanger bars for $2.00 each by submitting the update form to your Chapter or District Educator.



		

		MILEAGE VERIFICATION



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 First High Mileage Application

		Bike

		Year

		Mileage



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Rider

		     

		Miles

		     

		    

		     



		 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Co-Rider

		     

		Miles

		     

		    

		     



		



		SUMMARY



		Fees are only applicable if patches are requested or applying for the High Mileage Program  



		Total Fees:

		     

		Date:

		  /  /  

		Pins/Patches Issued By:

		     



		Patches Issued R/W

		     

		(B/G       add $1.00)

		(Only sign if pins or patches were issued)



		Mail form to: Mark Bennett     382 New Dam Road     North Waterboro, ME 04061

E-mail Address: mbennett86023@roadrunner.com





Revised April 2008
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